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Follow us on Twitter @MMI_Africa

The Information and Communications Technology (ICT) sector is gaining more and 
more relevance in The Gambia. This report will guide you through the latest news about the 
country’s positive environment to boost this important sector. The report is organized in four 
main  sections  which  are:  the  country’s  Government  support,  successful  ICT  projects, 
cooperation  agreements  and  finally,  some  of  ICT  benefits  a  possible  investor  may 
encounter.  

The  Government  is  currently  playing  an  active  role  in  this  sectors  progress. 
Entrepreneurial programs are being offered to encourage the birth of new stimulating ideas; 
laws are being passed to sanction those who are found guilty of spreading false news, of 
instigating  violence  against  the  Government,  of  caricaturing  or  making  derogatory 
statements  against  public  officials  through  Internet;  and  finally,  The  Gambian  public 
Institutions are implementing measures to prevent illicit capital flows by investing in secure 
technological systems that assure online secure transactions. 

The Gambia has witnessed the birth of some fascinating projects. Just to mentions 
some,  we  could  stand  out  the  remarkable  progress  of  the  company  InSIST  Global, 
specialized in business information management systems; as well as Rlg Communications 
Limitted, a Ghanaian based company that has inaugurated an assembly plant that has the 
capacity to produce 500 mobile phones and 200 laptops daily. 

Third,  it  is  worth  mentioning  that  Taiwan  and  The  Gambia  have  signed  a 
Memorandum of Understanding that binds both parties to encourage future cooperation, 
workshops and Government-level collaboration in the ICT sector. 

Finally, the article: “ICT is important but…” highlights some of the benefits the ICT 
sector may display. Here are some: increased tax revenue, economic growth, job creation, 
entrepreneurial facilities, investment options,… 
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News

A Gambian software engineering company with a difference

Sector: Information and Communications Technology (ICT)
Source: standard.gm
Date: 07/30/2013
Title: A Gambian software engineering company with a difference

InSIST Global is a Gambia-based software engineering (headed by Mr Seedy O. Bensouda a computer science graduate 

from the University of Maryland, College Park, USA) firm that specializes in business information management systems 

that fit the African context.

‘Internet is being used as platform for nefarious and satanic     activities’  

Sector: Information and Communications Technology (ICT)
Source: frontpageinternational.wordpress.com
Date: 07/03/2013
Title: ‘Internet is being used as platform for nefarious and satanic     activities’  

President Yahya Jammeh has said his government noted with grave concern that the internet is being used as “platform 

for nefarious and satanic activities”.

“Consequently, government will work with relevant partners on effective cyber security strategies to ensure cyber sanity 

and security,” Jammeh said on the eve of his July 22 Coup Anniversary, 19 years on.

On Sunday, the Gambian leader said his Government prides itself on the successes registered in building a modern and 

efficient communication infrastructure – citing the operation of several GSM mobile companies in the Gambia – ranked 

high in Africa in terms of telephone per capita.

Also, he cited significant investment in broadband internet through the Africa Coast to Europe (ACE) submarine cable 

project which connects the Gambia to the global information superhighway, as a means of enhancing communication.

“The internet now stands out as a unique source of vast information where people can learn about everything ranging 

from their religion as well as engage in our scholastic endeavour,” Jammeh said.

GLOBAL YOUTH INNOVATIVE NETWORK (GYIN) AND COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY BUSINESS 
SCHOOL  COLLABORATE  TO  LAUNCH  FIRST  ONLINE  YOUTH  ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
PROGRAM

Sector: Information and Communications Technology (ICT)
Source: gyin.org
Date: 07/30/2013
Title:  GLOBAL  YOUTH  INNOVATIVE  NETWORK  (GYIN)  AND  COLUMBIA  UNIVERSITY  BUSINESS  SCHOOL 
COLLABORATE TO LAUNCH FIRST ONLINE YOUTH ENTREPRENEURSHIP PROGRAM

Washington, D.C. – The Global Youth Innovative Network (GYIN) and Columbia University Business School (CBS), well-

known  for  educating  the  world’s  finest  business  leaders,  have  launched the  first-ever  GYIN-CBS InVentEd® Online 

Innovation, Venture Creation, Education program which aims to identify and equip young African entrepreneurs with the 

necessary skills and tools they need to start their business and take it to the next level. This pilot program, which begins 

July 29th, will start with 20 participants from Burundi, Gambia, Ghana, Nigeria, and Uganda.

Africa’s Top 20 Tech Influencers

Sector: Entrepreneurship and Start ups
Source: itnews.com

http://standard.gm/site/
http://www.itnewsafrica.com/2013/07/africas-top-20-tech-influencers/
http://www.gyin.org/new/global-youth-innovative-network-gyin-and-columbia-university-business-school-collaborate-to-launch-first-online-youth-entrepreneurship-program/
http://www.gyin.org/new/global-youth-innovative-network-gyin-and-columbia-university-business-school-collaborate-to-launch-first-online-youth-entrepreneurship-program/
https://frontpageinternational.wordpress.com/2013/07/28/internet-is-being-used-as-platform-for-nefarious-and-satanic-activities/
https://frontpageinternational.wordpress.com/2013/07/28/internet-is-being-used-as-platform-for-nefarious-and-satanic-activities/
http://standard.gm/site/
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Date: 07/17/2013
Title: Africa’s Top 20 Tech Influencers

Africa’s technology landscape is vast and growing. It is ripe for expansion and is increasingly becoming an attractive 
environment  for  companies  (local  and  international)  to  set  up  shop and  invest.  The  people  on  this  list  have  taken 
advantage of  this growth and have established themselves as pioneers in the industry.  Some of them are investors, 
others are entrepreneurs and bloggers, but a common thread is that they are all African and are behind some of the most 
inspiring and innovative companies in tech.

Three weeks left to apply for DEMO Africa

Sector: Entrepreneurship and Start ups
Source: humanipo.com
Date: 07/10/2013
Title: Three weeks left to apply for DEMO Africa

Startups hoping to participate in this year’s DEMO Africa, which showcases innovations from across the continent, have 

three  weeks  left  to  apply.  Technology  entrepreneurs  from  Africa  are  asked  to  apply  through  venture  community 

VC4Africa, a platform for showcasing African ventures and a trusted DEMO Africa partner, before July 30. HumanIPO 

reported last week it had partnered with Nairobi-based DEMO Africa in a bid to increase publicity and awareness of the 

tech scene on the continent. Harry Hare, executive producer at DEMO Africa, said: “The bar is set even higher this year 

as we take the companies that have the highest potential and expose them to a growing number of investors, media and 

technology buyers.”

Africa: Hi-Tech Action to Stop Capital Flows

Sector: Entrepreneurship and Start ups
Source: allafrica.com
Date: 07/25/2013
Title: Africa: Hi-Tech Action to Stop Capital Flows

The African Tax Administration Forum (ATAF) has called on African Countries to invest in technology as one way of 
curbing illicit Capital flows from the continent.

“Electronic systems play a huge role in curbing corruption and by extension illicit flows,” ATAF Executive Secretary Logan 
Wort told Journalists during a recent media briefing in Pretoria, South Africa.

However, Wort cautioned that the systems cannot entirely stop illicit flows arguing that when people intend to break the 
law they can do it.

“Illicit is by very nature illicit and it will always be there,” said.

Illicit financial flows refer to a form of illegal capital flight and occur when money is illegally earned, transferred, or spent. 
This money is intended to disappear from any record in the country of origin, and earnings on the stock of illicit financial 
flows outside of a country generally do not return to the country of origin.

Gambia Opens First ICT Assembly Plant

Sector: Entrepreneurship and Start ups
Source: ventures-africa.com
Date: 07/12/2013
Title: Gambia Opens First ICT Assembly Plant

VENTURES AFRICA – The Gambian Vice President, Dr Isatou Njie Saidy, has commissioned the country’s first ever 
Information, Communication Technology (ICT) Assembly Plant Complex at Serekunda near the capital Banjul over the 
weekend.

The factory complex has two Training Centers, an ultra-modern product Showroom, a two-line state-of-the art Production 
Plant capable of assembling 500 mobile phones and 200 computer laptops daily, and after-sales and repair facilities. The 
factory is an investment by ICT assembling company Rlg Communications Limited. Rlg Communications is a Ghanaian 

http://www.ventures-africa.com/2013/06/gambia-opens-first-ict-assembly-plant/
http://allafrica.com/stories/201307251542.html
http://allafrica.com/stories/201307251542.html
http://www.humanipo.com/news/7177/Three-weeks-left-to-apply-for-DEMO-Africa
http://www.humanipo.com/news/7177/Three-weeks-left-to-apply-for-DEMO-Africa
http://www.itnewsafrica.com/2013/07/africas-top-20-tech-influencers/
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computer assembling company owned by businessman Roland Agambire.  Rlg also produces the ‘UHURU’ brand of 
laptops.

The plant alone cost $500, 000 but the total investment by Rlg in the West African state since 2009 comes to $7.5 million. 
At  the  commissioning,  the  Gambian  government  announced  it  had  granted  Rlg  a  5  year  tax  holiday  as  a  way  of 
stimulating investment and entrepreneurship business in the West African country.

MoICI and Taiwan III sign MoU on ICT Development

Sector: Entrepreneurship and Start ups
Source: thepoint.gm
Date: 07/26/2013
Title: MoICI and Taiwan III sign MoU on ICT Development

The Ministry of Information and Communication Infrastructure (MoICI) of the Republic of The Gambia and the Institute for 
Information Industry (III) of the Republic of China (Taiwan) yesterday signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
about information, communication and technology (ICT) development between the two.

Speaking at the signing ceremony held at the MoICI along MDI Road in Kanifing, Taiwanese Ambassador Samuel Chen 
said the MoU, which will take effect immediately, is intended to reflect the present understanding between The Gambia 
and Taiwan and also promote the future cooperation about the ICT industry between the two countries.

ICT is important but...

Sector: Entrepreneurship and Start ups
Source: thepoint.gm
Date: 04/03/2013
Title:   ICT is important but...  

The use of ICT as a tool for economic growth and poverty reduction is a multi-dimension challenge, including socio-
economic, political, institutional and technical aspects. Its contribution to economic competitiveness and growth is one of 
its most expected and obvious outcomes.

ICT is attracting considerable share of investments, producing jobs, and increasing Gross Domestic Product (GDP). It is 
also an important source of tax revenue. The increased economic role of ICT in Africa will signal declining dependence on 
commodity  exports  and  prices.  It  will  also  signal  a  strengthened  role  of  knowledge  and  skills  in  job-creation, 
entrepreneurship and economic growth.

Development in ICT in Gambia( RLG Communications)

Sector: Entrepreneurship and Start ups
Source: gambia.com
Date: 07/10/2013
Title:  Development in ICT in Gambia( RLG Communications)

The Gambia has recently witnessed the official  launching of it’s first mobile phone and laptop assembly plant .Under the 

RLG Communications Group headquartered in Ghana, rlg Gambia is headed by Papa Yusupha Njie as its executive 

director.

Rlg Granted Five-Year Tax Break In The Gambia

Sector: Entrepreneurship and Start ups
Source: business.preacefmonline.com
Date: 07/13/2013
Title:  Rlg Granted Five-Year Tax Break In The Gambia

Vice  President  Saidy  told  the  ceremony  The  Gambian  government  had  taken  a  decision  to  grant  a  five-year  tax 
moratorium to Rlg in view of the crucial social impact implications of their training and job creation interventions in The 
Gambia.

http://business.peacefmonline.com/news/201306/166577.php
http://www.gambia.com/gambia-news/development-in-ict-in-gambia-rlg-communications/
http://thepoint.gm/africa/gambia/article/ict-is-important-but-1
http://thepoint.gm/africa/gambia/article/moici-and-taiwan-iii-sign-mou-on-ict-development
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List of the above mentioned companies and institutions

InSIST Global
Website: www.insistglobal.com
Twitter: @InSIST Global

Rlg Communications Limitted
Website: www.rlgghana.com

Global Youth Innovative Network (GYIN)
Website: www.gyin.com
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List of influencers on Twitter

Buda Bojang
Website: www.grts.gm

@modoubeyai

@gambiacoast

Analysis by country and sector of activity, 
from news websites and social networks
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